(Your Name)
(Your Address)

January 31, 2011

(Senator Name)
(Senator Address)
(Senator City State Zip)

Senator (Name):
As a practicing anesthesiologist who is extremely vested in patient safety, I would like to strongly urge you to support SB 140 – “The Interventional Pain Management Act”.  This bill would make it unlawful for any person other than a physician to practice interventional techniques for pain medicine in the state of Illinois. 
Chronic pain is a disease in its own right and usually a symptom of another serious health issue. Only a physician has the medical training to diagnose and treat these conditions commonly caused by cancer, arthritis, shingles, diabetes , AIDS, migraine headaches, back and neck injury,  or persistent pain after surgery just to name a few. 
By definition, chronic pain is pain that persists longer than three-months. Ask yourself, if you had a serious medical condition lasting for several months, who would you want to diagnosis and develop a treatment plan for the condition for you or your loved one? A nurse? Or a physician who has been through extensive medical schooling and training.  
Current Illinois statue does not address physician delegation to certified registered nurse anesthetists for the medical and surgical practice of interventional pain management.  Chronic pain medicine requires a specific medical diagnosis which can only be made by a physician. One size treatment does not fit all patients and without proper medical evaluation treatment therapies may be misguided driving up the cost of care or ever worse, harm the patient of Illinois.
I urge you to support SB 140 and vote YES on passage. 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
